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SUBJECT: REPORT OP KONTUM PRISON CONDITIONS 

SUMMARY: A CAMBODIAN MAN WHO WAS DETAINED IN A KONTUM 
PRISON IN VIETNAM PROM NOVEMBER 1975 TO PEBRUARY 1976 
DESCRIBED PRISON CONDITIONS TO EMBOPP. 

1 . THE KONTUM PRISON WAS SWARMING WITH LICE, WATER 
WAS SCARCE, AND SOAP WAS TOO EXPENSIVE POR MOST 
PRISONERS TO PDRCHASE. EACH PRISONER WAS PROVIDED 
ONLY ONE SMALL BOWL OF RICE TWICE DAILY AND A THIN 
SOUP ONCE DAILY. PRISONERS ATE LITTLE MEAT AND A PEW 
VEGETABLES THAT THEY COULD GROW THEMSELVES. 

PRISONERS' FAMILIES WERE PERMITTED TO VISIT ONCE 
WEEKLY AND COULD BRING SUPPLEMENTAL POOD. 

2. MOST OF THE PRISONERS WERE MONTAGANARD TRIBESMEN 
IMPRISONED POR THEIR ACTIVITIES WITH THE"PRONT 
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UNIPIE DE LUTTE DES RACES OPPRIMEES" (FULRO). THEIR 
PAMILY MEMBERS OPTEN SMUGGLED INPORMATION ABOUT PULRO 
ACTIVITIES TO THEM STUPFED INTO BEANS AND POTATOES. 

3. THE KONTUM PRISON CONSISTED OP SIX DORMITORIES, 

EACH HOUSING ABOUT SIXTY PERSONS. PRISONERS WERE 
SEPARTTED ACCORDING TO THE GRAVITY OP THEIR ALLEGED 
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OFFENCES. IN ROOM NUMBER ONE, WHERE THE MOST SERIOUS 
OEFENDERS AND SOURCE WERE IMPRISONED, MANY PRISONERS 
WERE SHACKLED BY THE HANDS AND EEET. SOME WERE FORCED 
TO SLEEP WITH THEIR HANDS CHAINED BEHIND THEIR BACKS 
AND ATTACHED TO THEIR FEET EVERY NIGHT. THESE 
PRISONERS, SOME OE WHOM EOREMERLY WORKED FOR THE CIA OR 
WERE COMMON MURDERERS, OR WERE ACCUSED OF KILLING 
NORTH VIETNAMESE CADRE, WERE KEPT UNDER ARMED GUARD 
AT ALL TIMES. DURING THE DAY THEY WORKED ON CONSTRUC- 
TION PROJECTS. PRISONERS ACCUSED OE COMMITTING LESSER 
CRIMES, INCLUDING EORMER ARVN OEEICERS AND MONTAGNARD 
LEADERS, WERE QUARTERED IN ROOMS THREE THROUGH SIX AT 
NIGHT AND WORKED IN RICE FIELDS ABOUT FIFTEEN OR 
TWENTY KILIMETERS FROM THE CITY OF KONTUM DURING THE 
DAY. 

4. SOURCE SAID THAT HE KNEW OE NO EXECUTIONS OR 
EXCESSIVE BEATINGS. 
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